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“If  there is another organization 

like yours around the country, I 

sure have not seen it.”

  - Mitch Daniels,
Former Indiana Governor, 

Columbia Award Recipient, 2011 
WPC Annual Dinner

“[WPC] is incredibly helpful 

because good policy is good 

politics. The politics should 

not come first, the good policy 

should and the rest will take 

care of  itself.”

  - Scott Walker,
Wisconsin Governor, 

Columbia Award Recipient, 2013 
WPC Annual Dinner



Washington Policy Center (WPC) is a non-profit, non-partisan, independent think tank that works to 
improve the lives of  Washington state’s citizens by providing accurate, high quality and free-market 
solutions for policymakers, the media and the general public. WPC has an impressive track record and 
brings a credible, free-market perspective to the public debate in Washington state. 

WPC has offices in Seattle, Olympia, Spokane and the Tri-Cities. Our research program is based on six 
areas of  public policy. Each issue area is a designated research center run by an expert research director. 
Our areas of  focus are: government reform/budget and taxes, environment, health care, education, small 
business, and transportation. We also provide a free, nonpartisan 
legislative website, www.WashingtonVotes.org.

WPC continues to grow in size and impact. In 2013 our coverage 
by national and major state media grew significantly, with WPC’s 
research appearing in the media an average of  five times per day. 
Media outlets that have featured our work include: CNN, FOX 
News, KING-TV (NBC affiliate), KXLY-TV (ABC, Spokane), The 
Wall Street Journal, Bloomberg News, USA Today, The Seattle Times,The 
Tri-Cities Journal of  Business and many more. WPC also reaches the 
public through Facebook, Twitter, mobile phone apps, national 
blogs and our website and blog (www.washingtonpolicy.org).
 
Also in 2013, WPC notably increased our event attendance and 
public outreach. 4,300 people from across Washington state 
and beyond attended our over 35 events. Our Annual Dinner 
has become one of  the largest gala policy events in the country, 
bringing together over 2,000 people in both Eastern and Western 
Washington.

Our research and community outreach are not only becoming more 
wide-spread and respected, WPC is making real strides to ensure a 
sound fiscal footing for all communities and industries in our state. 
2013 was our most successful year to-date! Just a few examples of  
our recent impact include eleven bills based on our research and 
analysis were signed into law by the Democrat Governor during the 
2013-2014 Legislative Sessions, and our position prevailed on five 
out of  six ballot measures during the last election. 

We know that real advances for Washington state most often come 
from policy changes enacted by voters, not from elected officials. 
That is why investing in a policy organization such as WPC has 
never been more important! The continued public enthusiasm for 
our work is a testament to the desire for independent research and 
sound policy solutions in Washington state. 

TODD MYERS: What technologies are likely to have the biggest effect on reducing energy 
consumption?

The way we generally make predictions about energy’s future is like the drunk who lost his 
keys coming out of the bar. When a passerby asked if he could help, the drunk thanked him 
and pointed to an area under a lamppost. The passerby asked, “Did you lose them here?” 
The drunk responded, “No, but the light is better over here.” Our predictions are limited by 
what we can see, but each of us sees only a little bit.

This leads to a long history of failed predictions. A few years ago, there was a push to switch to compact 
fl uorescent light bulbs despite their drawbacks. Only a few years later, however, cost-effective LED light bulbs 
came along, saving much more energy and providing far better light.

In the late 1960s, Congress spent nearly a billion dollars funding development of a supersonic, passenger aircraft. 
Supporters said it was clear that supersonic fl ight was the wave of the future and if we didn’t invest, the Soviet 
Union and Europe would surpass us. Ultimately, none of that was true and we wasted huge amounts of money.

Misplaced faith in our ability to predict can have huge consequences.

Energy consumption is widely distributed and improvements will come in small increments. It is unlikely there will 
be a single or even a few key technologies.

That’s why politicians are ill suited to make energy policy. Political solutions require accurate predictions and 
solutions that have large impact. Thousands of innovators, however, can try a wide range of approaches to see 
what works and can profi t from solutions that are relatively small.

The key question is “who is more likely to fi nd” new, energy-effi cient technologies, politicians or innovators. Given 
the diffi culty of prediction and the distributed nature of energy use and production, the clear answer is innovators.

Don’t Let Politicians Make Energy Policy

Wednesday, May 21, 2014

FOR several months now, King 
County Executive Dow Constantine, 
Metropolitan King County Council 
member Larry Phillips and other 
county leaders have told the public they 
would cut neighborhood bus service by 
16 percent if they did not receive the 
regressive tax increases they sought from 
the Proposition 1 ballot measure, which 
failed.

“It’s either bus cuts or this” increase 
to the sales tax and car-tabs, said 
Councilmember Phillips before the vote. 
� eir planned cuts fall hardest on low-
income families in neighborhoods across 
the county, according to a Seattle Times 
news story.

Instead of better budget management, 
� nding ways to preserve service and 
making the bus system more e�  cient, 
elected o�  cials are seeking higher taxes 
yet again. County leaders want Olympia 
to pass a statewide transportation package 
that would allow them to impose the 
unpopular motor vehicle excise tax.

Seattle Mayor Ed Murray recently 
announced a plan to increase car tab 
fees by $60 and increase the sales tax 
by 0.1 percent, to 9.6 percent in Seattle. 
Even though Proposition 1 passed 
overwhelmingly (by 66 percent) in 
Seattle, any tax proposal for Metro Transit 
could su� er a similar fate as Proposition 
1, because of the same false choice it 
would present to voters.

� e false choice presented to voters by 
Proposition 1 was that a yes vote would 
have forced people to pay more for the 
same level of bus service, while a no vote 
would bring neighborhood bus-service 

cuts by county leaders. It was a lose-
lose that didn’t allow for constructive 
alternatives to keep buses on the road 
without raising regressive taxes on the 
public.

Improving budget management is o� en 
opposed by powerful unions and other 
interest groups. Managing budgets and 
implementing e�  ciencies create trade-
o� s making political life di�  cult for 
elected o�  cials. But in this case, there 
are positive alternatives that allow King 
County leaders to call a timeout in their 
plans to cut bus service.

� e good news is Metro’s � nancial 
outlook continues to improve. Without 
Proposition 1, Metro is receiving a $32 
million sales-tax windfall above previous 
estimates for 2014. Rising revenues allows 
King County leaders, if they choose, to 
stop most of their planned service cuts. 
To avoid cutting bus service altogether, 
o�  cials need to save an additional 
$28 million, less than 3 percent of the 
transportation budget for the entire 
county.

County leaders have the opportunity 
to avoid service cuts without raising 
taxes. Transit agencies are o� en locked 
into long-term labor contracts that lack 
� exibility. In December, however, Metro’s 
largest union, the Amalgamated Transit 
Union Local 587, rejected a generous 
o� er and is currently working without 
a contract. Opening a dialogue could 
provide management and labor a chance 
to work together to protect neighborhood 
bus service.

� e Municipal League identi� ed six 
recommendations for Metro o�  cials 

to improve their operations without 
asking for more tax money. � ese 
recommendations include creative 
measures King County could implement 
to augment revenue and avoid imposing 
higher taxes.

� e County Council could also review 
the large capital budget for savings. Metro 
is spending $338 million this year on 
capital expenditures, mostly to buy new 
buses. O�  cials say they are spending 
$65 million more than planned on new 
buses. Cost overruns exert pressure on 
the operating budget and hinder Metro’s 
ability to provide reliable bus service in 
our communities.

As Metro’s general manager described to 
citizens during what many called “� e 
Kevin Desmond Misery Tour,” these cuts 
would slash the “meat and muscle” of 
neighborhood bus service, according to a 
PubliCola story.

Councilmember Phillips noted in a 
Ballard News-Tribune guest column that 
the planned cuts would fall hardest on 
“those with no other options — people 
working low-wage jobs — o� en at odd 
hours, people with disabilities, students, 
and the elderly.”

King County leaders should work to 
protect the mobility of the county’s 
most vulnerable residents. A good-faith 
e� ort includes considering all options 
before cutting services. Managing a large 
urban transit agency is hard work, but 
life gets even harder for all of us when 
government o�  cials take away our 
neighborhood bus service.

Guest: Cut King County Metro costs a� er Prop. 1 
failure
Instead of better budget management, � nding ways to preserve service and making the bus system more e�  cient, 
elected o�  cials are seeking higher taxes yet again, writes guest columnist Bob Pishue.

by Bob Pishue, Director, WPC Coles Center for Transportation
May 27, 2014 &

BY JONATHAN MARTIN
Seattle Times staff reporter

One of the Pacific Northwest’s most astonishing
archaeological finds in a generation has languished
for more than a year, lingering on metal shelves in a
Seattle warehouse, unseen by the public and unex-
amined by scientists.

No one questions the discoveries — artifacts from
a 2,700-year-old Native American village excavat-
ed from the Port Angeles waterfront amid great
public interest — should be exhibited, analyzed and
celebrated.

But the 900 boxes of artifacts — such things as
spindle whorls carved from whale vertebrae, along
with animal bones and shell fragments — remain
hung up in a bureaucratic no man’s land. Questions
about who owns and controls access to the collec-
tion are still in dispute. 

History under
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One of Tse-whit-zen’s greatest treasures: an intricately carved bone comb.

An arrowhead created by a Lower 
Elwha Klallam tribal member.

A bone carving shows the artistry 
in everyday objects at Tse-whit-zen.

T SE -WHI T -ZEN  | When a Native American village was unearthed at Port
Angeles, the potential for learning seemed limitless. Years later, thousands
of artifacts still sit in cabinets, out of the public eye.

Please see > HISTORY, A11

WEB EXTRA
Explore Tse-whit-zen
The Seattle
Times’ special
report
“Unearthing
Tse-whit-zen”
details the
ancient
Klallam
Indian
village. You’ll
find stories, an interactive
village, narrated slide show,
study guide and more.
seattletimes.com/tsewhitzen
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BY DOMINIC GATES
Seattle Times aerospace reporter

Someone furtively shoots secret
surveillance photos as a well-con-
nected political lobbyist arrives for
a meeting.

Inside, a mole takes notes and
snaps quickly with a cellphone
camera. 

A third person drops documents
and photos at a newspaper office. 

No, it’s not a John le Carré spy
novel. It’s election time at the Ma-
chinists union, representing
25,000 Boeing workers in the Pu-
get Sound area and 2,500 more in
Portland and Wichita, Kan.

This month’s contentious inter-
nal elections precede crucial con-
tract negotiations that open May 9.

The president of the Interna-
tional Association of Machinists
(IAM) District 751, Tom Wroblew-
ski, is the successor to the leader-
ship that in 2005 staged a month-
long Boeing strike.

Ronnie Behnke, a 30-year veter-
an machine-parts inspector in Au-
burn, leads an opposition slate
called the Unity Coalition that
seeks a less acrimonious relation-
ship with Boeing.

Primary-like local lodge elec-
tions begin today and continues
through May 14. Behnke hopes to
challenge Wroblewski in the final
June districtwide election. 

Claims of election-law violations

A spy tale,
intrigue —
and Boeing
machinists
WARRING CANDIDATES  | Leaders of the union for Boeing
machinists say an industry lobbyist is aiding the opposition —
and they have infiltrators and photos they say prove it.

Please see > MACHINISTS, A12

Ronnie Behnke, right, is chal-
lenging Tom Wroblewski for
District 751 president.

amendment to last year’s en-
ergy bill has hit especially close
to home. It requires House
members who lease vehicles
through their office budgets to
drive cars that emit low levels
of greenhouse gases.

Among those affected: Texas

vehicles that are more eco-cor-
rect, such as Toyota’s Prius.

Some are in a high-octane fit
about it.

“A Prius isn’t made in the
United States,” Gallegly said.

Congress has been bearing
down to do more about global
warming, and a little-noticed

lease than many other vehicles.
“It’s not a Cadillac. It’s not a

Lincoln. It’s a Ford,” the Repub-
lican congressman said with
exasperation.

But like it or not, Gallegly
and other lawmakers will have
to give up gas-hungry SUVs
and luxury sedans for leased

BY RICHARD SIMON
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON – Rep. Elton
Gallegly of California likes his
taxpayer-funded Ford Expedi-
tion. He isn’t worried that it’s
not the most fuel-efficient car.
It’s reliable, suits his mountain-
ous district and is cheaper to Please see > GREEN, A10

Lawmakers get red over green-car rule

Newsline
A quick look

at today’s news.
For updates:

seattletimes.com

Fewer starts:
Starbucks
announced it will
slow U.S. store
growth after the
chain’s quarterly
profits fell 28
percent.
> Business C1

Economic hit: Fewer
Latino immigrants in
the U.S. are sending
money back to
families. > A4

Iraq deaths: The
number of U.S.
service members
killed in April
reached a
seven-month high of
50. > A7

Child labor: China
said it broke up a
ring that provided
children from poor
inland areas to work
in booming coastal
cities. > A8

Federation
shootings: The
mother of the
defendant testified
about her son’s
fragile mental state.
> Local B1

Missing offender: A
state official ordered
that victims of sex
crimes must be
notified when those
convicted of the
attacks remove their
tracking devices.
> Local B1

Rate cut: The Fed
cut a key interest
rate a quarter of a
percentage point,
down to 2 percent.
> Business C1

M’s lose, 8-3:
Wladimir Balentien
hit a three-run
homer in his
Mariners debut.
> Sports E1 

Big raise: WSU
basketball coach
Tony Bennett
received a $1 million
per year contract.
> Sports E1

Opinion: When it
comes to energy
policy, we’re in a
political brownout,
writes Thomas
Friedman. > B8

BY EDMUND SANDERS
Los Angeles Times

EL FASHER, Sudan – Amid the
suffering of Darfur, there’s an odd
prosperity bubbling up in this
once-sleepy town.

Paved streets and lamp posts are
replacing sand roads. A fleet of
bright-blue Korean-made taxis,
newer and nicer than those in
Khartoum, create afternoon traffic
jams so bad a police officer must
direct the flow.

A pair of multistory office build-
ings are under construction down-
town and newly built rental homes
can fetch a cool $5,000 a month,

not including utilities, of course,
since most of El Fasher doesn’t
have water or electricity.

In stark contrast to the burned-
out villages and squalid displace-
ment camps that characterize
much of Darfur, this dust-choked
city is booming, thanks largely to
an influx of scores of U.N. agencies
and private charities, including the
newly deployed U.N.-African
Union peacekeeping mission.

Since the Darfur conflict began
in 2003, El Fasher’s population has
nearly doubled to 500,000 as refu-
gees sought safety in camps along
the city’s borders or with family
members in town. 

Along with the displaced, El Fa-
sher has attracted an army of aid
workers who use the city as a hub
for battling western Sudan’s hu-
manitarian crisis.

El Fasher’s growth stands in
stark contrast to the rest of the re-
gion, where hundreds of villages

Surprising pocket
of prosperity amid
suffering in Darfur

EL FASHER

Influx of charities
and U.N. agencies
feeding growth of

population, economy

Please see > DARFUR, A10

nw>golfnw>golf Downey
saves the
day—and
the movie

“Iron Man” ★★★
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GOLF
& WINE
Two great pleasures,
one great getaway
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Full steam ahead
for Opening Day
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Special section
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Is a Prius in
their future?

Voters in SeaTac approved Proposition 
1 in November by the narrowest of 
margins—just 77 votes out of more than  
6,000 cast.

� e controversial measure mandates 
paid sick leave and increases the 
minimum wage to $15 per hour for 
some workers in SeaTac, among other 
requirements. � e labor unions that 
sponsored the measure are exempt.

Union executives made it clear that 
SeaTac was a testing ground for 
imposing similar rules on other cities. 
� e New York Times noted the battle in 
tiny SeaTac and declared Proposition 1 
a “potential model for raising wages and 
mobilizing workers in other parts of the 
country.”  

Now union activists in Seattle are 
demanding an increase in the minimum 
wage for at least some workers to $15 per 
hour. � e current state minimum wage 
is $9.32, the highest in the nation.

Some Seattle City Council members say 
it is not a question of if, but when and 
how such a law will be implemented. 
Details, such as whether the increased 
minimum wage would be phased in 
over time or imposed at once, whether 
certain businesses or industries would 
be targeted or exempt, and whether, as 
in SeaTac, unions would be exempt have 
yet to be worked out.

� e council is preparing a study, 
scheduled to be completed in June, and 
new Mayor Ed Murray promises the 

city will make a decision by the end of 
2014. But organized labor and Seattle’s 
newly elected socialist council member, 
Kshama Sawant, are already signaling 
they may not be willing to wait that long 
before taking the issue to voters.

Wage hike supporters are eager to 
capitalize on their slim win in SeaTac, 
and Seattle voters could be voting on a 
$15 minimum wage initiative in 2014. 
In fact, one initiative has already been 
� led with the city, with more versions 
possibly in the works. � e question is, 
how much momentum do $15 wage 
advocates really have?

Passage of Proposition 1 in SeaTac 
can hardly be construed as a decisive 
mandate for a super high minimum 
wage. In fact, it demonstrates the 
polarization and uncertainty of voters 
on this controversial issue. A recent 
poll by Wall Street Journal/NBC News 
shows that only 28 percent of Americans 
support an increase in the minimum 
wage to $15 per hour. According to the 
poll, the greater the minimum wage 
increase, the less support it receives. 
Many people are clearly uncomfortable 
with a law that makes it illegal for a 
worker to accept a job for $14.99 an 
hour.

Many workers who supported a $13 
minimum wage in Long Beach, Calif., 
are questioning the move as the 
consequences of that city’s measure, 
passed in 2012, become evident. It turns 
out many employers reacted the only 

way basic laws of economics allowed 
them to when forced to pay a wage 
signi� cantly higher than the normal 
market; they cut work hours, raised 
prices and reduced services.

Now some workers in Long Beach are 
working fewer hours, consumers are 
paying more, and businesses are doing 
less. In fact, � e Seattle Times reports 
the worker who served as the poster 
child for the campaign to persuade 
voters to pass the measure now laments 
the unintended consequences of the 
wage hike, as he clocks 10 fewer hours 
per week.

Expect to hear similar job-loss stories 
once SeaTac’s $15 wage takes e� ect.

A $15 per hour minimum wage is, by any 
measure, the extreme end of the wage 
hike spectrum. While the thin political 
success of the $15 wage movement in 
SeaTac is a notch on organized labor’s 
belt, it by no means indicates voters in 
other cities will march over the same 
wage-� xing cli� . Cities around the 
country may increase their minimum 
wages, but likely few will come close to 
matching the restriction set by SeaTac 
voters. 

� e exception, of course, might be 
Seattle. A high minimum wage may hurt 
the unemployed and make many people 
uncomfortable, but as the � rst U.S. city 
in modern history to elect a socialist, 
Seattle is already proving to be the 
exception to many rules.

Is $15 minimum wage coming to a city near you?
by Erin Shannon, Director, Center for Small Business, Washington Policy Center 

Seattle, Wash.  |  January 10, 2014
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WPC’S Annual Policy Gala Dinner
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Washington Policy Center’s Annual Dinners have 
grown to become some of  the largest policy gala 
events in the country! More than 2,000 elected 
officials and business, community and policy 
leaders from across the state attend in Eastern 
and Western Washington to hear from prominent 
national speakers, which have included Wisconsin 
Governor Scott Walker, Dr. Ben Carson, former 
Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels and Charles 
Krauthammer. 

In 2013, the Seattle Annual Dinner event sold 
out months in advance and nearly 700 attended 
in Spokane. This year, to celebrate five years in 
Eastern Washington, we will hold a separate 
Dinner event in Spokane with two live speakers. 
As a benefit of  joining WPC’s Pillar Society, 
members are not only guaranteed a table or tickets 
for the Annual Dinners, but given priority Pillar 
Society seating each year of  their pledge. For more 
information about this exciting event, visit  
www.washingtonpolicy.org/annualdinner.

Pillar Society members Randy and Judy Clark meet  
Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker and Dr. Ben Carson. 

Pillar Society member Patty Edwards and guest pose with  
Scott Rasmussen and Daniel Hannan.  

Young Professionals Advisory Board Members Eric Garcia and Isaac Wells meet Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker at WPC’s 2013 Young Professionals Annual Dinner event.



Educating, Engaging, Empowering through Outreach
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4,300 elected officials, community and business leaders attend over 35 WPC events every year. As a 
member of  WPC’s Pillar Society, you will have the option to fill a table with friends and colleagues at 
each WPC policy event held on both sides of  the state, including the Annual Health Care Conferences, the 
biennial Small Business Forums, and our Statewide Policy Conferences: The Solutions Summit events.

Senate Majority Leader Rodney Tom speaks on education reform and fiscal accountability in state government at WPC’s inaugural Solutions Summit in 2013. 

WPC Education Director Liv Finne moderates Q&A  
with Washington’s first eight charter school leaders at WPC’s 2014 Education Breakfast. 

WPC Health Care Director Dr. Roger Stark was invited to testify 
before Congress in November 2013 and February 2014. 



 

We’re very proud to say that WPC receives no government funding; we’re an independent organization 
funded by you, our valued supporters. WPC is supported exclusively by concerned citizens, business 
owners and select charitable foundations who recognize the value of  our work. These are people who 
know what we know: Policy matters. 

Our ultimate goal is that Washington state remains among the best places to raise a family, earn a living 
and run a business. We work hard for you, providing research and clear policy analysis, advancing our 
goals of  spending discipline, low taxes and limited government. 

By donating to WPC, you are putting your dollars toward a time-tested, professional organization that will 
fight for your principles long into the future. Be assured that we are working hard to give our policymakers, 
and voters, the information they need to make fiscally responsible choices. 

The Pillar Society
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We are often asked,  
   “who funds WPC?” 

WPC’s Greg Porter, Dann Mead Smith and John Otter present the Hagadones with a thank you gift for their hospitality at WPC’s annual Palm Springs event 
exclusively for Pillar Society Members. In 2013, Duane and Lola Hagadone hosted the event at their stunning home in Bighorn Golf  Club. 



To support WPC’s vital work 
and new endeavors, and to 
ensure our impact continues 
to grow, WPC launched an 
exciting new fundraising 
initiative in 2012. This 
program, called The Pillar 
Society, distinguishes donors 
who make a substantial pledge 
which is paid over three 
years (pledges start at $5,000 
per year). We would like to 
sincerely thank our current 
Pillar Society members and also 
to urge you to join with us!

Along with the prestige of  being 
a WPC Pillar Society member, 

benefits include premier tables at our conferences and Annual Dinner (reserved before the event sells-
out!), varying recognition throughout the year and invitations to private events with key public officials 
and thought leaders. We listened to you—our supporters—many of  whom told us they want to increase or 
maintain their financial support 
of  WPC, but that they only 
want to be asked for a gift one 
time per year. The Pillar Society 
answers this need. 

Leave a lasting gift via WPC’s 
Legacy Society. Invest in 
Washington’s future and keep 
your hard-earned dollars from 
being taxed by the federal 
government. You can become 
a member of  WPC’s Legacy 
Society by including a gift to 
WPC in your will, living trust, 
retirement plan or life insurance.

We hope you will consider 
joining our Pillar Society. We are 
on your side and we are honored 
to have your trust. For more information, please contact WPC’s Development Director, Stephanie True, 
at (206) 937-9691 or strue@washingtonpolicy.org. 

The Pillar Society
7

Candidates attend WPC’s Candidate Briefing, a biennial event, which educates  
prospective elected officials on the most pressing policy issues that they may face in office. 

Over 200 students, community and political leaders attended WPC’s Eastern Washington Minimum Wage 
Debate in April 2014 featuring a panel of  national and local economists and elected officials. 



 We will personalize these levels for you and look forward to working with you on the perfect pledge for you, your 
business and your family. Thank you for your support!

1. Donor pledges $15,000 over 3 years ($5,000 per year)
 � Donor receives 4 VIP tickets (with Pillar Society location*) to Annual Dinner each year of  pledge
 � Donor receives 2 tickets to Pillar Society-exclusive Private Meeting with Annual Dinner speakers 
 � Donor is recognized on-stage at Annual Dinner with customized WPC plaque
 � Donor receives one sponsor table at The Solutions Summit each year of  pledge
 � Donor receives benefits of  a WPC Major Donor each year of  pledge (plus complimentary admission to 

all WPC events!)

2. Donor pledges $22,500 over 3 years ($7,500 per year) 
 � Donor receives a Table (with Pillar Society location*) at Annual Dinner each year of  pledge
 � Donor receives 2 tickets to Pillar Society-exclusive Private Meeting with Annual Dinner speakers 
 � Donor is recognized on-stage at Annual Dinner with customized WPC plaque
 � Donor receives one sponsor table at The Solutions Summit each year of  pledge
 � Donor is recognized on WPC website and WPC Annual Report (if  desired)
 � Donor receives benefits of  a WPC Major Donor each year of  pledge (plus complimentary admission to 

all WPC events!)

3. Donor pledges $30,000 over 3 years ($10,000 per year) 
 � Donor receives a Patron Table (with Pillar Society location*) at Annual Dinner each year of  pledge
 � Donor receives 4 tickets to Pillar Society-exclusive Private Meeting with Annual Dinner speakers 
 � Donor is recognized on-stage at Annual Dinner with customized WPC plaque
 � Donor recognized as a lead supporter at the Solutions Summit each year of  pledge
 � Donor receives one sponsor table at the Solutions Summit each year of  pledge
 � Donor is recognized on WPC website and WPC Annual Report (if  desired)
 � Donor receives benefits of  a WPC Major Donor each year of  pledge (plus complimentary admission to 

all WPC events!)

4. Donor pledges $50,000 over 3 years ($15,000 first 2 years and $20,000 final installment)
 � Donor receives a Benefactor table (with Pillar Society location*) at Annual Dinner each year of  pledge
 � Donor receives 4 tickets to Pillar Society-exclusive Private Meeting with Annual Dinner speakers 
 � Donor receives 2 tickets to exclusive private lunch with Annual Dinner speaker(s) 
 � Donor is recognized on-stage at Annual Dinner with customized WPC plaque and at least two other 

major events  (recognition in at least 3 written programs to an audience of  over 3,000)
 � Donor recognized as a lead supporter of  The Solutions Summit and a Center Event (Health Care or 

Education) each year of  pledge
 � Donor receives two sponsor tables at The Solutions Summit and a Center Event (Health Care or 

Education) each year of  pledge

Pillar Society Donor and Benefit Levels
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 � Donor is recognized on WPC website and WPC Annual Report (if  desired)
 � Donor receives benefits of  a WPC Major Donor each year of  pledge (plus complimentary admission to 

all WPC events!)

5. Donor pledges $75,000 over 3 years ($25,000 per year)
 � All benefits of  option 4 plus a personalized plan** including a Champion table (with Pillar Society 

placement*) at Annual Dinner each year of  pledge
 � Donor receives 2 additional tickets to exclusive private lunch with Annual Dinner speaker(s)

6. Donor pledges $105,000 over 3 years ($35,000 per year) 
 � All benefits of  option 5 plus a personalized plan** including a Champion level table at Annual Dinner 

each year of  pledge

7. Donor pledges $150,000 over 3 years ($50,000 per year) 
 � All benefits of  option 5 plus a personalized plan** including a Champion level table at Annual Dinner 

each year of  pledge

8. Donor pledges $300,000 over 3 years ($100,000 per year)
 � All benefits of  option 5 plus a personalized plan** including a Champion level table at Annual Dinner 

each year of  pledge

*As you’re aware, WPC’s Annual Dinners are the largest policy event on the west coast. Pillar Society location of  
your Annual Dinner table ensures prime table placement within your level (table, patron, etc). 

**Elements of a personalized plan may include benefits such as: 
 � Sponsorship of  Young Professionals events and/or tables of  Young Professionals and students to 

attend WPC events
 � WPC “scholarships” for students to become WPC members
 � Exclusive naming rights for events 
 � Exclusive naming rights for a WPC Research Center (limited to the $100,000 level)
 � Opportunities to address the audience at various WPC events
 � Opportunity  to introduce keynote speaker at Annual Dinner 
 � Opportunity to lead the Pledge of  Allegiance at Annual Dinner 
 � Exclusive, catered in-home events with policy experts (the donor can host their friends with WPC 

staff  doing the work!)
 � Additional benefits around the Annual Dinner and/or Solutions Summit (additional tables, 

access to one-on-one interaction with speakers, etc.)
 � Sponsorship of  the Eastern Washington Annual Dinner (new in 2014)

Pillar Society Donor and Benefit Levels
9



I am pleased to donate $___________ to Washington Policy Center

 � This is an unrestricted gift
 � This is a restricted gift for ________

This contribution will be made as follows:

 � Gift or pledge made as a single check or cash in the amount of  $______  Invoice? 
 � Pledge amount of  $_________ to be paid over _________ years with my yearly     

installments being $_______  paid in ____________ (month)

 � Matching gift by ________________________ 
  (please provide a company matching gift form)

 � Gift of  appreciated tangible personal property or real property

 � Planned gift (please contact Stephanie True at 206-937-9691)

 � Gift of  stock
  You can donate stock by:

  Contacting Stephanie True at strue@washingtonpolicy.org or 
  206-937-9691 with
	 	 	 ∙		Name	of 	stock	you	wish	to	donate
	 	 	 ∙		Number	of 	shares
	 	 	 ∙		Approximate	value	of 	gift
	 	 	 ∙		Name	and	number	of 	your	broker

  Or have your broker contact
	 	 	 ∙		Gary	Pratt,	broker,	or	Kent	Ryland	at	UBS,	1-800-831-8511
	 	 	 ∙		Washington	Policy	Center	tax	ID	number:	91-1752769
	 	 	 ∙		DTC	number:	0221
	 	 	 ∙		Account	number:	KX	21458

Contributor

 � Please recognize my gift as: ______________________________________________________________________________
 � List my gift anonymously

Individual name:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Business name:   ____________________________________________________________________________________________

The following information is:         Personal               Business

Address:   __________________________________________________________________________________________________

City:  _______________________________________________       State:  _______________      ZIP:  _______________________
 
Phone:  _______________      Fax:  _______________        Email:  _______________________

  Signature ______________________________________    Date ______________________

Washington Policy 
Center is a 501(c)(3) 

tax-exempt research and 
education organization. 

Contributions are tax 
deductible to the fullest 
extent provided by law. 

Tax ID#  
91-1752769.

WPC 
P.O. Box 3643 

Seattle,	WA		98124

Ph: (206) 937-9691
Fx:	(206)	624-8038

strue@washingtonpolicy.org

washingtonpolicy.org

Your Pillar Society Membership
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 � Initiative 1240 makes Washington the 42nd state to welcome charter schools 

 � Spokane Proposition 2 requires a supermajority vote of  the city council  or voter approval to raise taxes

 � Yakima Proposition 1 requires a supermajority vote of  the city council  or voter approval to raise taxes

 � The Department of  Licensing closed 12 offices and now allows private driving schools to administer tests

 � Voters passed Initiative 1185 requiring, for the fifth time, a two-thirds vote of  the legislature to raise taxes

 � Senate Joint Resolution 8221 lowers the states debt limit by an estimated $1 billion over a 30-year period

 � Voters in Clark County rejected an sales tax increase to fund light rail across the Columbia River

 � House Bill 1150 provided regulatory relief  for small business owners

 � House Bill 1382 ensured highway tolls are used for highway purposes

 � House Bill 1175 expanded the use of  public-private partnerships in road projects

 � Senate Bill 5773 gave state employees access to Health Savings Accounts

 � Senate Bill 5742 ended the wasteful Marine Employees Commission

 � SJR 8206 made it harder for lawmakers to spend surplus tax revenue

 � Senate Bill 5931 restructured state government and allowed competitive contracting

 � House Bill 2123 lowered the cost of  the Workers’ Compensation program

 � House Bill 1091 reduced the burden of  payroll taxes on Washington businesses

 � Voters rejected Initiative 1098, which would have created a state income tax

 � Initiative 1183 privatized the retail sale of  liquor

 � Spokane voters twice rejected a “community bill of  rights” proposal

 � Initiative 1107 repealed a new tax on food and beverages

 � Voters rejected Referendum 52, which would have created $500 million in new state debt for ‘green’ 

building retrofits

 � King County voters rejected a sales tax increase proposal and Spokane voters rejected a property tax 

increase proposal

 � WPC’s Center for Education saved $1.3 million for charter school bus services in the 2013-2015 

Supplemental Budget

 � The legislature passed HB 2023, a WPC recommendation on small business securities

 � King County voters rejected Proposition 1, a car tab fee increase proposal, saving taxpayers over one 

hundred million dollars

 � The legislature will put forth a bill on allowing remote testimony on the 2015 legislative session; a long-

standing WPC recommendation
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